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      y watch shows 6:00am as we walk away from 
the tracks and down one of Little Rock’s city streets. With-
in a short distance we spot a small diner that is doing a 
brisk business this early Saturday morning. Deciding that 
a good breakfast is in order, we make our way inside and 
take a table. Looking at the crowd confirms that this is 
a working man’s eatery. Breakfast this morning is eggs, 
bacon, and toast, and it tastes really good after a long 
night of riding the rails. Realizing that traveling from 
Longview to Little Rock was an all-night task we decide 
that our ultimate goal of St. Louis is no longer an option. 
In fact we need to find a train going south and hope that 
by nightfall we arrive in Longview. Retracing our steps 
we head back to the tracks. 
 We are discussing how to locate a south bound 
train when we run into a figure sitting trackside in the 
shade of some bushes. From his place in the shade, 
Kingpin motions us over and asks where we are going. 
Being young and tough, Mack and I look at Kingpin who 
appears to us to be 70 years old and decide we can han-
dle him. Explaining our need to go south Kingpin quick-
ly tells us that there will soon be a south bound train 
headed our way and it will be moving slowly. We should 
be able to find an empty car and board easily. Our new 
hobo companion remarks that it is going to be a hot one 
today and asks if we have water for the trip. Shaking our 
heads no, Kingpin gets up and tells us to follow. A little 
further back in the bushes we find an area littered with 
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Hobos North 
(Part 2) by Richard Day

trash and empty wine bottles. Selecting two bottles with 
screw caps Kingpin hands them to us and directs us over 
to a water hydrant. Here we wash out the bottles and fill 
them with water for our trip. It is fascinating what one 
can learn from older, more experienced folks. 
 With our newly acquired canteens in hand, we ar-
rive trackside to see the headlight of a southbound train 
headed our way. After the locomotives pass, the three of 
us move into position to board. Loaded cars keep rolling 
by, and I am beginning to think we’re not going to find 
an empty when Kingpin spots a box car with its doors 
open. We all begin running beside the car. Kingpin is the 
first to climb in, Mack follows him, and I am last to climb 
in. For those of you who have never been up close to a 
railroad box car, the door opening is four feet above the 
ground. There are no steps or handles around the door 
opening. To this day I don’t know how I was able to run 
alongside the moving car, grab the door frame, and haul 
myself up and into the car. I don’t want to consider the 
result if any of us had slipped and fallen on the rails.
 My joy of successfully climbing aboard quickly 
turns sour as I discover the car has recently carried a load 
of raw sugar. In this era, railroads would staple heavy 
cardboard type paper half way up the door openings 
of box cars and then load loose bulk commodities such 
as grains, flour, and in our case raw sugar. I have never 
seen before nor since so many black flies in one location. 
Our return trip is not starting out well. All three of us are 

M

(continued from where we jumped off the train arriving in 
Little Rock from Longview, where we started)



The Marker Lamp              Page 9

standing in the door trying to breathe without sucking 
flies down our throats. Looking forward I notice the train 
making a sharp right turn and now heading northwest. 
In planning this trip, one prudent thing I brought along 
with me is a small system map of the Missouri Pacific 
Railroad. Very quickly I study the map and discover our 
train is no longer headed south but is on the northwest 
line to Ft. Smith and eventually Kansas City. Pointing to 
the map I tell Mack we are in trouble and must get off 

now. Kingpin hears our discussion, looks out the door, 
and with several expletives confirms the route.
 The train is beginning to pick up speed, so with-
out further discussion I jump out of the car and make a 
stand-up exit by hitting the ground running. I watch as 
Mack and Kingpin continue to stand in the door as the 
car disappears around the bend. Suddenly, it hits me that 
I am now all alone and Mack and Kingpin are on their 
way to Kansas City. Running alongside the train around 

My 1965 Railroad Map
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the curve, I finally find Mack walking back toward me. 
 “What took you so long to jump?” I ask, and he 
replies that Kingpin said he was too old to jump and he 
was begging me to stay with him. Somewhat shaken by 
this unfortunate event we began walking back to the wa-
ter hydrant to replace our canteens which were now on 
their way to Kansas City. 
 While filling our new canteens with water we 
encounter Night Traveler who, like Kingpin, tells us to 
expect a southbound train at any time. Night Traveler 
is headed north so very shortly he leaves Mack and me 
and heads toward the north end of the freight yards. We 
just get into a shady spot when the headlight of another 
south bound train approaches. 
 As before, we wait till the locomotives pass and 
then move into position to board. Coming toward us 
we see an open top car loaded with some earth moving 
equipment. Noting there is space among the equipment 
and convenient steps and ladders on the car end we 
decide to board this car. 
 Once aboard we intently keep our eyes forward 
to insure this train is going south and does not become 
a repeat Kansas City experience. Luck is with us as we 
pass the junction to Ft. Smith and Kansas City, cross the 
Arkansas River, and head south out of Little Rock toward 
Longview.
 Throughout the heat of this summer’s day we 
continue south through Malvern, Arkadelphia, Prescott, 
Hope, and into Texas at Texarkana. To avoid the sun’s heat 
we seek shade by sliding underneath the earth moving 
equipment and lying on the car floor. At one point I 
glance over and see that Mack is using a chock block as 
a pillow and has somehow fallen asleep. I marvel at his 
ability to sleep while bouncing up and down against the 
dusty, rusty, steel car floor. 
 Somewhere south of Texarkana we stop on a side 
track to let other trains pass. An ice bunker refrigerator 
car is just ahead of us, and I can see water from the melt-
ing ice dripping from the car. With my empty canteen 
in hand I climb down and walk to the refrigerator car. 
Holding my wine bottle under the drip spout, the melt-
ing ice slowly begins to fill the bottle. Two short blasts 
of the locomotive horn interrupt the process, so I rush 
back to our car and get aboard just as the train begins 
moving. Sampling my new water supply I am surprised 
at its salty taste; it is not usable. After this trip, I learn that 
salt is normally added to ice bunker refrigerator cars to 
improve ice melt and cooling.

 Between Texarkana and Marshall there are 
stretches where US highway 59 parallels the railroad. We 
take this opportunity to wave at the motorists traveling 
beside our train. More than once we see parents pointing 

us out to their children. No doubt these kids are being 
told all sorts of stories about the sad lives of hobos. I’m 
sure they don’t realize we are simply college students 
enjoying a hobo experience. As we approach Marshall, 
I tell Mack that if the train stops for a crew change we 
need to get off because it most likely will not stop again 
in Longview. The good news is that we are going to be in 
Marshall before passenger train 27 arrives. So, if we have 
to get off in Marshall then we can buy a ticket and ride 
the last 20 miles to Longview in air conditioned comfort. 
If there is no stop in Marshall then hopefully the train will 
stop in Longview or at least slow enough for us to get off. 
Marshall comes and goes with no stops.
 Seven miles from Longview, we pass through 
Hallsville and are now paralleling US highway 80. At 
this point we are becoming very concerned about what 
might happen at Longview. I speculate that since there 
was no crew change stop in Marshall one of two things 
will happen. Either the train will continue west past 
Longview to the next crew change point of Mineola or 
the train will take the junction south to go to Houston. 
 The first option will not allow us to get off as the 
train will remain at speed. The second option to Houston 
will allow us to get off because the train must proceed 
slowly through the junction. We hope for the latter.
 Entering the outskirts of Longview, our eyes are 
focused on the front of the train to see which route is 
to be taken. As we crest the hill and head toward the 
Longview yard, the train begins slowing, and soon we 
spot the locomotives entering the junction. When our 
car reaches the end of the passenger platforms, I tell 
Mack it is time to get off as the speed will not get much 
slower. We both make a graceful exit onto the east end of 
the passenger platform and begin the walk to the station 
and my car. 
 Our hobo experience has ended, and now it is 
time to head home, get something to eat, and clean up. 
As we arrive at my house my Mom’s face, which looked 
very worried Friday when I told her of our plan, now 
shines brightly. I tell her it was a great trip, but not one I 
will soon if ever repeat. After dinner we sleep for twelve 
hours.

 Though the hobos were real, the names Sam, 
Kingpin, and Night Traveler are fictitious. As I recall Mack 
and I never learned their real names nor gave them ours. 
I have often thought that if I ever were back in Little Rock 
could I find that diner where we had breakfast. Most 
likely not, 49 years is a long time and many changes have 
taken place.
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Pass Exchange
Headed by Walter Zahn

 he Pass Exchange Program is yet another fun way 
to connect to other model railroaders through printed 
ephemera you have created. Railroad passes were distribut-
ed by railroads to their employees, associates and partners 
as well as employees of other railroads for courtesy travel 
on their system. Many modelers recreate this tradition by 
printing and distributing passes for their own railways as a 
way to extend and share their modeling efforts.

Here’s how it works

 Walter Zahn continues to spearhead the Pass Exchange 
Program for the LSR. To participate in the program, send 
Walter two of your passes, and in return you will receive a 
pass and a list of active pass exchangers. Walter will review 
the passes he receives and share one in each issue of ML. 

 Send passes and any questions or inquiries to:

Walter Zahn
3309 Point East Drive
Mesquite, Texas 75150-2645

 This quarter’s pass is printed on quality card stock with rounded corners and at-
tractive logo from the Cripple Creek and Savannah Southern Railroad Company operated 
by George S. Zier, Chairman. Reach him by mail at 41121 Haynes Creek Drive, Conyers, 
Georgia, 30012. 

Pass Exchange

T
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 Greetings from southeast Texas from Tex and Al. 
Tex and Al are the mascot hosts for the 2015 LSR Conven-
tion “TexLa Doodlebug” to be held in Beaumont on July 
22-25, 2015. The guys want to let everyone know that 
we will be gathering at the Holiday Inn Plaza off Walden 
Road in Beaumont for our event. The room rates will be 
$95 per night and every guest in each room will receive a 
$10 breakfast buffet coupon. 
 Tex and Al have secured Dr. John B. McCall to be 
the keynote speaker and one of the convention clini-
cians. Dr. McCall is a foremost authority on the Santa Fe, 
especially Doodlebugs. He has written several books on 
the Santa Fe Railroad. 
 Tex says that Al has begun working on getting 
a convention website up and in the near future we will 
unveil it for everyone to see. All of the convention group 
are working on putting together some of the best clinics 
and tours possible. There will also be operating sessions 
at the hotel on quite a few modular layouts we hope to 
have set up. 
 Al is working with Tex to also set up a Cajun 
cuisine night for everyone so they can enjoy some of the 
culture and food from southeast Texas and southwest 
Louisiana. Both of our hosts are looking at several op-
tions for some prototypical tours at this time and we will 
announce these when plans are finalized. There may also 
be a surprise way to attend this convention for the North 
Texas members also, watch for more details.

2015 LSR Convention

TexLa Doodlebug
Beaumont, TX
July 22-25, 2015
George Bohn

 Non-rail activity planning is moving forward 
also. Several tours in this historic part of Texas are being 
looked into along with quite a few interesting clinics to 
attend. With casinos just over the Sabine River in Louisi-
ana, some bus trips for those who should want to try this 
will also be available. 
 Stay tuned for more information from Tex and Al 
as we get closer to the time for TexLa Doodlebug.
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              n March 2014, Model Railroader and NMRA mem-
ber, Skip Bynum passed away. The circumstances sur-
rounding his passing garnered coverage from the media 
as Skip was branded as a “hoarder” who died alone. But 
the media didn’t really know our friend, Skip.
 In addition to his faithful involvement at Ridge-
crest Baptist Church and his participation with a local 
Ham Radio Club, Skip was also an avid model railroad-
er.  Skip had been a member of the Spring Creek Model 
Railroad Club for the past twenty or so years. Skip was 
a constant feature at all of the club meetings and could 
always be counted upon to “be there” when ever the 
call went out for a meeting or set up of the club layout. 
Skip was also a bright face at area Model Railroad Shows 
around DFW. Skip always had a smile and never had a 
harsh word to say about anyone.  His attitude and warm 
manor were clear evidence of his faith.
 While Skip had been a long time member of the 
NMRA (National Model Railroad Association), his level 
of participation had increased quite a bit over the last 
several years prior to his death. What was interesting is 
that at the beginning of his attendance at local Division 3 
meetings, Skip would quietly sit at the back of the room 
and not say much. Finally, at one meeting Skip brought 
a model of a structure that he was building out of card 
stock for the “show and tell” portion of the meeting. It is 
customary for modelers bringing items for ‘show and tell” 
to get up and describe their project. Skip was very reluc-
tant to get up in front of the group that first time. But he 
was persuaded to come up before the group and share 

his work. From then on, Skip regularly brought interest-
ing projects to Division 3 meetings and demonstrated 
growing confidence in discussing his work in front of his 
peers.
 During Skip’s years with the Spring Creek Model 
Railroad Club, Leo Gregg and Deborah Bartimus, also 
SCRR members developed a friendship with Skip. It 
was Leo and Deb who first recognized something was 
wrong when Skip failed to make a monthly meeting of 
the Spring Creek Railroad Club. Leo & Deb stopped by 
Skip’s home to check on him, but was unable to raise a 
response to his knock on the door. Although Skip’s car 
was in the drive, Leo & Deb assumed that Skip was just 
away from home. But after a few more days, Leo & Deb’s 
concern about Skip grew. Leo & Deb went back to Skip’s 
home to check on him. They knew that Skip had a small 
dog as a pet and that Skip would never leave his dog, 
Buddy for long. When once again Leo & Deb could not 
raise a response at Skip’s home, they called the Fire De-
partment. 
 It was only after the Fire Department forced their 
way into Skip’s home that the suspicions of what might 
have occurred became reality. Leo & Deb took Skip’s dog, 
Buddy home and adopted him. Buddy remains with Leo 
& Deb today.
 At the same time that Leo & Deb were taking 
action to check on their friend, members of Division 3 of 
the NMRA were puzzled when Skip did not attend the 
meeting in March, 2014. We all thought it odd that Skip 
was not there, but thought perhaps some other activity 

Skip Bynum 
remembered
by Marc LaChey

I



had kept him away. Only after hearing the story in the 
media about a so called “hoarder” who lived on Martel 
Street having been found dead, did several of us from 
Division 3 connect the dots and realize that the person 
being discussed might be our friend, Skip Bynum. Know-
ing that Leo Gregg was the best connection with Skip, I 
called Leo and confirmed that it was Skip Bynum being 
talked about in the media.  
 Leo had already spoken to Greg Byrd, Pastor at 
Ridgecrest Baptist Church. So we knew that plans were 
being made for a memorial service to honor Skip, but 
there was no clear answer about what would happen to 
Skip’s remains or a burial. Leo Gregg had spoken to the 
Medical Examiner’s office and was told that the county 
would dispose of the remains in an unmarked “pauper’s 
grave” if no one claimed the body. Upon hearing that 
news, several of us in the Division 3 community thought 
to ourselves that we needed to do something.  
 So, two things began to take place. First, another 
member of the model railroad community, Kenny Collins, 
who had worked in the funeral home business in years 
past contacted the Medical Examiner’s office. When no 
family member came forward to claim the remains, the 
Medical Examiner agreed to release the remains to Leo 
Gregg. Arrangements had been made with a funeral 
home to provide a coffin and a plot was obtained in the 
Royse City, TX cemetery. Kenny Collins and another local 
model railroader, Danny Cryer took custody of Skip’s 
remains and performed his burial. By coincidence, Skip’s 
remains were interned at the same hour as many of us 
gathered for the memorial service at Ridgecrest Baptist 
Church.
 But the second thing that needed to occur was 
to raise funds to pay for the burial. An email campaign 
was started to solicit donations from the model railroad 
community to cover the cost of the burial. Very quickly 
we gathered sufficient funds to cover the cost of the 
burial. As additional funds were received, we began to 
wonder if we could fund the cost of a marker for Skips 
burial site? Sure enough, as donations continued to be 
received, we realized that the purchase of a marker was 
indeed possible. Leo Gregg, Deb Bartimus, Marc LaChey 
and Kenny Collins meet with the funeral home and 
talked about what we could do in the way of a marker 
to honor Skip’s life.  After some initial design work done 
by Kenny Collins and review of proofs from the granite 
supplier, a final design was approved. Payment was 
made and the marker was ordered.  The marker was set 
at Skip’s grave site on September 10th.  

 A Dallas Morning News Columnist said in a re-
cent column that Skip died alone, and in some respects 
that is true. But Skip’s passing from this world did not go 
unnoticed. The following people contributed funds and 
took action to make sure that Skip will be remembered:

Marc LaChey
Jeff Palmer
Chuck Fink
George Schilp
Kevin Valentine
Jan Kutch
Donna Orr
Roy Stockard
Ron Ford
Nelson Cain
Division 3, LSR, NMRA
Jerry Hoverson
Tom Browning
Joe Leising
Charles Brown
Brady McGuire
Ken Towery
Weldon Nash
Don Heaton
Ed Romanowski
Jeff Liedl
Melvin & Brenda Sanders
Jose Cardenas
Don Winn
Michael Calleia
Rodney Doster
Bill McPherson
Bob Thomason
Ronald Jordan
Hank Green
Lawrence Wafford
Spring Creek Model Railroad Club
Larry Swigert
Danny Cryer
Kenny Collins
Leo Gregg

 In the movie It’s a Wonderful Life, Clarence the 
Angel told George Bailey,  “no man is a failure who has 
friends”. Skip’s life was success.
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 In my spring 2014 government class, my professor 
reported that on average forty percent of the population votes 
in the election. During our last elections, only eleven and a 
half percent of our total membership voted. This is less than 
thirty percent of the national average. Although many people 
might consider voting a hassle, your vote matters to us. The 
only way our officials are elected is with your vote. A perfect 
example of this is in Division 6. The new director, Kevin 
Bergman’s margin of victory was very small. This shows that 
your vote and participation really do matter. 
 The Lone Star Region really focuses around its members. 
Without its member, what is the Division? It is just a bunch 
of documents and trains. The members and volunteers make 
up.
 I hope you will consider running for a position in the 
next election. This year’s election is for President, Vice Pres-
ident, Secretary, Treasurer, Division 1 Director, Division 3 
Director, Division 5 Director, and Division 7 Director. The 
cut off for new candidates for the 2015 election is December 
1, 2014. 
 If you have any questions, please email me at super-
chief15@yahoo.com  or call me at 713-254-7447. If I’m 
available, I will be happy to answer. But if not, leave me a 
message and I will get back to you as soon as I can. 

Thanks again 
Blake Bogs,
LSR Nominations Chair

A Special YouTube link from Blake.

 The Youth Membership Program is an excellent way for the mem-
bers of the LSR to bring new and young members into the NMRA and 
to become involved in what is truly the “world’s greatest hobby.

 This is the stated objective of the Youth Membership 
Program as found in Article VI of the LSR bylaws. The pro-
gram is designed to sponsor up to nine young people with 
one year memberships in the NMRA. The total number is 
determined as one nominee for each division and one nomi-
nated by the elected officers and directors at large. 
 These nominees can originate from nominations by indi-
viduals who are members of the various divisions, clubs that 
are located within the divisions, and/or the division director. 
The proper form and a short sketch explaining why the can-
didate should be considered, including comments about the 
young person’s interests and activities in model railroading 
comprise the application. Please refer to the bylaws for more 
details. If you have questions, please contact me by e-mail at: 
rmangrum6@hotmail.com Looking forward to announcing 
more awards for 2015! 

 

Youth Program
by Bob Mangrum, MMR 
rmangrum6@hotmail.com
(325) 643-1219

Nominations
by Blake Bogs 
superchief15@yahoo.com
(713)254-7447
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